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Awarded Prestigious Grant from the Institute of
Museum and Library Services
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Inspired by the Stein Song, UMaine’s Stein
Collection was established in 1963. Read more
about the collection on p.4.
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hanks to a grant from the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS), the University of Maine, in collaboration with eight partner
institutions, will develop a strategy for a statewide, multi-type library
program for managing, storing and preserving print collections, while
expanding access to existing digital book collections through print-ondemand (POD) and other services. The “Maine Shared Collections Strategy”
will also develop policies essential for the management of shared print and
digital collections. Grant partners are Colby College, Bates College, Bowdoin
College, Bangor Public Library, Portland Public Library, Maine State Library,
the University of Southern Maine, and Maine InfoNet.
“The IMLS funding will enable the partner libraries to work on a project
that will create a model of collection management and new ways of delivering
resources to our users,” said Joyce Rumery, Dean of Libraries at the University
of Maine. “We are very pleased with this opportunity.”
“National Leadership grantees help us better understand and advance
best practice in museums, libraries, and archives,” said IMLS Acting Director
Marsha L. Semmel. “We look forward to much exciting work, including
projects that will study the effects of climate change on plants; bring new
health information to visitors through partnerships with the local research
community; and develop new models for serving the Baby Boom generation.”
The largest museum and library joint grant program administered by
IMLS, National Leadership
Grants support projects that will
advance the ability of museums
and libraries to preserve culture,
heritage, and knowledge while
enhancing learning. This year’s
National Leadership Grant
recipients will generate new
tools, research, models, services, practices, and alliances that will positively
impact both the awarded institution and the nation.
National Leadership Project Grants Vital Statistics:
Number of applications: 211
Total amount requested: $80,723,475
Number of awards: 34
Total amount awarded: $17,311,078
Total recipient match: $14,924,811
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of
federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. The
Institute’s mission is to create strong libraries and museums that connect
people to information and ideas. The Institute works at the national level and
in coordination with state and local organizations to sustain heritage, culture,
and knowledge; enhance learning and innovation; and support professional
development.
1
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Message from Dean Joyce Rumery

I

am very pleased to be writing to you as a new Fall Semester is upon us and we welcome the Class of 2014 to the
University of Maine.  The cool fall weather has arrived and we are seeing the first trees change color and the campus
looks beautiful. We once again began this year with the Maine Hello to welcome the new students and as before it was
very rewarding to meet the parents and help with that first exciting day. We expect this year will be busy in the library
with our projects, new services, and our users, both new and continuing.
We have had exciting developments here just over the past few months. Fogler Library is one of the partner libraries
that received an Institute of Museum and Library Services
grant. This grant is for a three year demonstration project,
the Maine Shared Collections Strategy. The goals are related
to the shared management of legacy print and new digital
collections in light of decreased space, new needs of users,
and the availability of large-scale e-book collections.
The Reference Department began a new project, the
Research Consultation Area, to provide space for the Writing
Center and the Tutor Program to meet in the library. This
project has been very appreciated by both of the programs
since it gives them a place to meet in the evenings. This space,
which is located in the office behind the reference desk, is
also used by the librarians for their meetings with faculty and
students.
We are continuing our scanning projects with more of the
Town Reports, local Maine histories, Agricultural Experiment
Station reports, and other resources added to our online
collection. We are also changing the focus of some of our collections with more access to electronic books.
This past summer was also quite rewarding with the gift from President Kennedy of new carpeting for the first and
second floors. The staff of the library, along with others, helped make a significant project take a very short time to
implement.  At the completion of the project we were able to provide more seats for users on the first floor and create a
more open space for our patrons. We have already had very positive feedback on these changes. New carpet will also
be installed in Special Collections during the semester break.
Once again we have a number of events and activities planned for this academic year and I know there is something
of interest to everyone.  These programs are open not only to the Friends, but are free to all interested in attending.  We
would love to see you here. If you are able to visit us, I would be pleased to give you a tour of the library so you can
meet the staff and see the resources and services I have described. I hope you are pleased with what we are doing and
that you will continue to support us into the future. Thank you for your support.

The Friends Remember Arline Thomson

A

rline K. Thomson died Sept. 8, 2010, two days short of her 98th birthday. Arline was one of the original
Fogler Library Friends. One of her “gifts” to the Library was to select and design the Olive Tree logo, which
appears on all our publications. In 1934 she graduated from Massachusetts School of Art - now Massachusetts
College of Art. She was awarded an honorary degree from Massachusetts College of Art in 1993. In the early
‘60s, she began to do freelance artwork for the University of Maine and in 1962 became an artist and graphic
designer for the Department of Public Affairs and Central Services and book designer for the University Press.
Although officially retiring in 1985, Arline continued working on an “as needed” basis until 1994.
Her hundreds of sketches and journal notes became the subject of several exhibits at the University.
Colleagues here and in England, began encouraging her to think of publishing, which resulted in the publication
of Discovering Elizabethan London containing 160 sketches completed on location at sites in London. In 2007,
Arline was the recipient of the 2007 Vincent A. Hartgen Award, presented by the University of Maine Patrons
of the Arts, in recognition of her outstanding contributions to the advancement of the arts at the university.
In presenting the award, the chair of patrons, Danny Williams, stated that, “in her own quiet, mild mannered
way, Arline has had a profound impact on our community. It is a testament to her artistry that work she did
as a graphic designer years ago is still being used today. She’s a treasure.”
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Upcoming Events
Announcing the William S. Cohen Papers Forum 2010:
The Promise and Problems of Transparency

J

oin us Friday, November 12th, at UMaine’s Wells Conference Center for the fourth installment of the William S.
Cohen Papers Forum Series, this year focused on the theme of transparency. Although the term has been widely used
since President Obama pledged in a 2009 Memorandum to “establish a system of transparency, public participation,
and collaboration,” the idea of open government has long been intertwined with discussions of democracy. Several
examples can be found within the Cohen archive.  In fact, within the book co-written with George J. Mitchell, Men
of Zeal: A Candid Inside Story of the Iran-Contra Hearings, the two concluded, “In a democracy, public policy is made
in public. It is the product of open, competitive
debate…the American people have a right to
know what their government is doing and why.”
The day-long program will begin with a
keynote presentation by Cary Coglianese,
Deputy Dean and Political Science Professor
at the University of Pennsylvania Law School
and former chair of the nonpartisan Task Force on Transparency and Public Participation for OMB Watch. From
there, featured speakers include Amanda Wood, Director of Governmental Affairs in the Washington office of Senator
Collins; Kelly Hokkanen, General Manager of InforME/Maine.gov; Tarren Bragdon, CEO of the Maine Heritage Policy
Center; and Jim Campbell, Board Member of the Maine Freedom of Information Coalition.  Irwin Gratz of MPBN and
Mark Woodward, former editor of The Bangor Daily News, have agreed to serve as moderators.  The final session will
feature the director, producer, and cast members of the documentary film, The Way We Get By, a film that follows the
lives of individuals who have greeted troops at the Bangor International Airport for several years.
Support for the event has been provided by The Bangor Daily News, the Max Kagan Family Foundation, the Maine
Humanities Council, and the UMaine College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. The event is free and open to anyone who
would like to register, but space is limited. For more information, visit http://www.library.umaine.edu/cohen or contact
Desirée Butterfield-Nagy at 581-2665.

Town Reports:
Rich Texts, Vital Resources

I

s your family name in the town report? Did it appear there in 1898? What did this mean?
Do you still think of the annual reports prepared by towns in Maine as dull bureaucratic
documents detailing arcane activities of municipal governments, of little interest to anyone
except local residents? This view will be challenged in a program sponsored by the Friends
of Fogler Library entitled Town Reports: Rich Texts, Vital Resources, held in the Special
Collections Reading Room of Fogler Library on Monday, November 15th, at 3:00 p.m.
Librarians Mel Johnson and Richard Hollinger will demonstrate that town reports are
unique and valuable resources for local history and genealogy, and are essential sources for
research on regional and state history as well, containing information about social history
often available nowhere else.
The program will also feature Maine Town Reports Online, where digitized historical
reports from a number of Maine towns can be viewed. This site is a collaborative project between Fogler Library,
the Maine State Library and several municipalities and historical societies. This event is free and open to the public.
Refreshments will be served. For more information contact Gretchen Gfeller at gretchen.gfeller@umit.maine.edu
or call 581-1696.
Individuals, towns and organizations that would like to add their town’s reports to this site should contact Sharon
Quinn Fitzgerald at Fogler Library (voice: 581-1667, email: sharonquinn.fitzgerald@umit.maine.edu).
For information about our events or to be added to our mailing list, contact Friends coordinator Gretchen Gfeller.
Voice: 581-1696 | Email: gretchen.gfeller@umit.maine.edu
Published by DigitalCommons@UMaine, 2010
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Fill the Steins to Dear Old Maine...The Stein Collection at Fogler Library
by Brenda Howitson Steeves, Special Collections Department

A

ll loyal Maine alumni will recognize that first line of the famous Stein Song but it may have been awhile since they
visited the university’s Nelson B. Jones Stein Collection. Displayed in the Louis B. Oakes Room at Fogler Library, the
collection numbers some 200+ steins donated since the establishment of the collection in 1963.
Of course it all began with a song: the Maine Stein Song, introduced
by students Adelbert Wells Sprague and Lincoln Colcord. Sprague, the
leader of the university band, had heard music from a march called
“Opie” by A.E. Fenstad while performing at a summer orchestra
and band concert in Bar Harbor. Thinking one strain of the march
was particularly striking and also singable, and knowing that the
university had until then been using a marching song also used
by Harvard students, he adapted and arranged the Fenstad music
for the Stein Song. Sprague asked his roommate, Lincoln Colcord,
to come up with some lyrics, and as Sprague later recalled, “He
took it down to the piano in the music room and within a halfhour was back with the Stein Song just as it is today.” Colcord,
later to become a newspaper correspondent, magazine editor,
literary critic and noted author of sea stories, was already
engaged in literary ventures at the university, writing for The
Blue Book, a campus literary magazine, and serving as campus
correspondent for various newspapers.
An article in the Maine Campus of February 15, 1905
describes the introduction of the Stein Song on campus:
“...this march was played as the closing number at the
band concert last Friday evening. The glee club sat down
front and led off in the singing. Judging by the round of
applause it received the song certainly took.” Immediately
popular on campus and sung on many occasions, it
achieved nationwide fame when performed by singer
Rudy Vallee in the 1930s. Vallee, writing in 1954 to the
student editor of the Prism, said about the song “... it was
what we call a ‘Natural’ and needed no corps of contact
men or pluggers to force it on the public.”
However, the song was not universally popular; it also
attracted some unfavorable comments from those who
questioned its associations with drinking, especially on a dry
campus in a state that had led the prohibition movement in the
1850s. In reply to a letter of April 7, 1930, from a member of the
National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union complaining
that the song “is a typical drinking song, quite on a par with
the famous German Stein Song,” university president Harold
Boardman replied: “It may be called a ‘drinking song’ but I am
very sure that no Maine man who sings it ever does so with any
ulterior motive ... If one desires to do so he can see the bad and
emphasize it in many things in which the good predominates.”
During the Great Depression, others thought the Stein Song, or at
least its music, might with new lyrics become an inspiring national
song similar to America, providing cheer during those dark days.
The idea for the stein collection originated in 1962 when Omer
Thibodeau, Class of 1964, in a letter to the Memorial Union wondered
why there were no steins to fill on campus and suggested establishing

https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/olvt/vol18/iss2/1

4

et al.: The Olive Tree, Fall 2010
The Olive Tree

5

a stein room. Later that year the governing board
of the Union authorized the creation of a permanent
stein collection to be housed in the building, noting
that the popularity of the Stein Song suggested the
appropriateness of developing and identifying such
a collection with the University of Maine. T h e r e
were some misgivings about having a
collection with an emphasis on drinking
just as there had been about the Stein
Song itself. Nonetheless, the collection
was established with the original
intent to collect steins from academic
institutions around the world. The
scope of the collection was almost
immediately broadened however
to include steins of all kinds.
Technically only a vessel with
an attached lid can be called
a stein but that policy was
also soon broadened “so that
steins without covers may be
included in the collection.”
The first stein, made
in Germany in 1895, was
donated in September
1963 by Rena Bowles,
a member of the Class
of 1921 who had been
very active in the campaign
to raise funds to build the Memorial
Union. The collection expanded to over 160 steins
by the 1970s and
now numbers some
200+. Most steins
have been given by
students or alumni,
many in memory
of a donor’s parents
or other family
members. Various
methods and places
of manufacture,
sizes and dates are
represented: many of
the earliest donations
were steins made
in Germany, others
were brought back
by travelers in
Europe, some were
made by members
of a donor’s family.
Sizes range from

Published by DigitalCommons@UMaine, 2010

one inch to more than
18 inches in height and
their
capacities
vary
from a spoonful to five
liters. A few document
historic events such as the
signing of the treaty at
Portsmouth, New

Hampshire, that formally ended the
1904-1905 Russo-Japanese War. Others
mark travels abroad such as those donated
in the 1960s by University of Maine tour groups to
Germany, with steins from Munich’s Hofbrauhaus being well
represented in the collection.
The collection was formally dedicated as the Nelson B.
Jones Stein Collection in ceremonies held at Homecoming
in October 1977. Jones, a native of Boston and a graduate of
Brown University, was honored for his service as director of
the Memorial Union from the time of its construction in 1953
until his retirement in 1967. His urging had led the Union’s
Board of Directors to create the Stein Collection in 1962.
The collection was moved to Fogler Library in 1986 and
is now housed in the Oakes Room, a popular gathering spot
for students on the first floor of the library. Steins continue
to be given on a regular basis with the latest being received
in 2010 from the student honorary societies, the Senior Skulls
Society and All Maine Women. The collection grows through
the generosity of donors, and anyone who would like to add
a stein is encouraged to contact the Dean of Libraries, 5729
Fogler Library, University of Maine, Orono, ME 04469-5729 or
to call 581-1655.
Images left to right: Adelbert Wells Sprague, Rudy Vallee Stein
Song Cover, Lincoln Colcord
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Around the Library
New Head of Government Publications

Gregory Curtis has been appointed the new Head of Government Publications, Maps, GIS, and Microforms. He began
August 16, 2010. His duties include management of the federal documents depository program, regional coordination
of the other libraries in Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont that participate in the depository program; oversight of
the maps collection; and development of the expanding GIS program for Fogler Library. Greg’s background includes
work as a librarian for the University of Maine System at the Presque Isle campus. He is an alumni of the University of
Maine and has an M.L.I.S. from the University of Rhode Island.
He may be reached at gregory.curtis@umit.maine.edu or at 581-1681.

New Research Consultation Area

Fogler Library is pleased to introduce our new Research Consultation
Area.  This area, located on the 1st floor in the Information Commons, will
be used by Fogler librarians, the Writing Center, and the Tutor Program
for individual or small group assistance, generally on a by-appointment
basis. Fogler librarians will use the facility during the day, and you can
contact us a 581-1673 (humanities or social sciences) or 581-1691 (sciences)
or through our Ask-a-Librarian site to set up an appointment with a subject
librarian. Drop-in sessions with academic peer tutors are offered Sunday
through Thursday evenings from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. on a first come first serve
basis. Space is limited to eight students at a time. The following courses are
available for drop-in tutoring:  Sunday, AST109/PAA100, Monday/Tuesday,
BIO100, Wednesday/Thursday, PSY100.   For more information, contact
the Tutor Program (http://www.umaine.edu/tutorprogram/) at 581-2351. The
Writing Center (http://www.umaine.edu/wcenter/) will staff the Research Consultation Area Sunday through Thursday
evenings from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.; you may arrange an appointment by calling them at 581-3828, or you may drop in.

Town Reports Digitization Project Continues
Dozens of towns line the ragged coast of Maine, many with a shared tradition of agriculture
and industry based on the land and the ocean. However, each town also has a unique
history that can be quite complex. As part of our town reports digitization project, we
recently highlighted the history of the town of Jonesport, in Washington County.
In 1779, ships from the United States Navy and the Massachusetts State Navy led an
expedition against British army fortifications in Penobscot Bay. The Penobscot Expedition,
as it came to be known, was a massive defeat for the Americans, resulting in hundreds of
casualties and the loss of all ships.
One of the ships lost was a sloop owned by Massachusetts citizen John C. Jones. In
repayment for his ship, the Massachusetts Commonwealth granted him nearly 50,000 acres
of land in the District of Maine, in an area that would become southern Washington County. Jones never settled the land
himself, but early residents who founded a town in the area decided to name it Jonesboro, in his honor.
Jonesboro was incorporated as a town in 1809. A couple of decades later, the population on the southern peninsula
of the town had grown large enough for that area to be incorporated as a separate town. Jonesport was incorporated in
1832 and also included all of the islands that had formerly been part of Jonesboro. In 1925, Beals Island was set off from
Jonesport as the town of Beals. Visit the Town Reports Online at http://www.library.umaine.edu/townreport/.

Fogler on Facebook

Fogler Library is now on Facebook. In addition to an
active news feed, you will find links for Interlibrary
Loan, e-reserves, subject portals, and our popular “Ask a
Librarian” service. Search for Fogler Library, University
of Maine.
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Celebrating the Legacy of Edith Patch

O

ur annual celebration of the life and legacy of Dr. Edith Marion Patch was held Sunday, April 18th in the University
Club at Fogler Library. Guests were once again treated to a wide selection of appetizers prepared by the Edith Patch
Friends group from recipes in the Patch cookbook. The focus of the event was the presentation of the Edith Patch awards
to outstanding undergraduate and graduate women who are carrying on Dr. Patch’s commitment to science, agriculture,
engineering and environmental education. This year’s honorees included finalists Beth Choate and Kate Garland and
award recipients Serena Gross (graduate level) and Jennifer Wharff (Undergraduate level).
In the photo, the honorees are joined by their advisors. Back row from left to right: Stephanie Burnett, Asst Professor of
Horticulture; Andre Alyokhim, Assoc Professor of Applied Entomology; Frank Drummond, Professor of Insect Ecology;
Brain Olson, Lecturer, School of Biology and Ecology. Front row (left to right) Katherine Garland, Beth Choate, Serena
Gross, and Jennifer Wharff.

Membership Offer for Faculty

The loyalty, devotion, and generosity of University alumni, faculty, students, and friends made possible the construction
of this library.
Since the construction of the Raymond H. Fogler Library a half century ago, students, faculty, and visitors have
passed by this inscription which adorns the library’s central staircase. These engraved words are both testament and
tribute to the many individuals whose outpouring of private support helped to build the University’s library into the
foremost center for learning and research in Maine.
The important resources Fogler Library provides to users statewide and the vital part it plays as the heart of
Maine’s academic community have long been recognized by alumni/ae and friends. Over the years a number of
generous individuals have discreetly continued the tradition established by the Library’s builders. Today, private
support to augment public funding is critical as Fogler Library strives to maintain its leadership position in teaching,
research, and public service.
We invite all UMaine faculty to become part of this tradition by joining the Friends at a special rate of $25. Your
gift will help ensure the library’s continued growth and excellence. For more information contact Friends Coordinator
Gretchen Gfeller. Voice: 581-1696 | E-mail: gretchen.gfeller@umit.maine.edu
Published by DigitalCommons@UMaine, 2010
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FOGLER LIBRARY FRIENDS
5729 FOGLER LIBRARY
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5-6-41584-450

FOGLER LIBRARY NEEDS YOU!
By becoming a Fogler Library Friend,
you will help sustain a valuable resource.

Yes, I want to support the collections, programs and
services of the University of Maine’s Fogler Library
at the following level:






Benefactor, $1,000 and over
Patron, $500
Sponsor, $100
Advocate, $60
Contributor, $30

The Olive Tree is published by
Fogler Library Friends, the University of Maine,
5729 Fogler Library, Orono, ME 04469-5729
Editor: Gretchen Gfeller
Contributors to this issue include: Desirée Butterfield-Nagy,
Kjerste Christensen, Richard Hollinger, Deb Rollins, Joyce
Rumery, and Brenda Howitson Steeves.

Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________
City ___________ State ______Zip Code ____
Please make checks payable to
The University of Maine Foundation and return to
5729 Fogler Library, The University of Maine,
Orono, ME 04469-5729

We appreciate your tax-deductible donations.
Thank you for your support!
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In complying with the letter and spirit of applicable laws and in
pursuing its own goals of diversity, the University of Maine System
shall not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, national origin or citizenship status, age, disability, or
veterans status in employment, education, and all other areas of the
University. The University provides reasonable accommodations to
qualified individuals with disabilities upon request.
Questions and complaints about discrimination in any area of the
University should be directed to the Office of  Equal Opportunity, The
University of Maine, Room 101, 5754 North Stevens Hall, Orono, ME
04469-5754, telephone (207) 581-1226 (voice and TDD).
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